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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To attain white 
balance control to reduce unpleasant color 
slurring in the case of photographing where 
different light sources are included in a picked- 
up frame. SOLUTION: A luminance 
discrimination means 6 obtains a luminance 
distribution on the basis of image data for each 
prescribed areas divided for a photographing 
frame, the luminance distribution of the areas 
is compared, and an achromatic range setting 
means 8 sets a luminance range for extracting 
an achromatic color to an initial value or a 
calculated revised value depending on the 
comparison result so as to exclude other light 
source area from the object of achromatic 
discrimination, an achromatic color 
discrimination means 9 applies achromatic 
discrimination to the image data within the set 
luminance range and a gain control means 10 
sets a gain control variable with respect to the 
image data on the basis of the integrated data 
of pixels discriminated to be chromatic so as to 
take white balance. 
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